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Introduction: The death of George Floyd at the hands of a policeman has raised the issue of the bias of 

police against black people.  The topic was discussed at length at Bacon’s Rebellion1.  The discussion 

involved much speculation concerning the number of black people who were shot in the 28 officer-

involved shootings in Virginia in 2019, the most recent year for which the data in available.  The purpose 

of this report is to provide the data on the race of the people shot. 

Summary: Of the 28 incidents in which an officer (police or sheriff) shot someone, 14 of the people shot 

were white; 6, black; 1 Cambodian; and 7, whose race could not be determined.  Of those killed, 11 

were white; 2, black; and 1 whose race could not be determined.  The others were injured but not killed. 

If the person did not the attack police, there would have been only two incidents.  In neither case, was 

the person killed.  Those killed by police would be much fewer in number if people learned not to attack 

the police. 

Discussion:  The list of all incidents involving an officer-involved shooting was taken from the most-

recent Virginia crimes report (2019)2.  This list does not include the name or race of the person shot nor 

a description of the incident.  In all cases, the shooting by the officer was deemed by the authorities to 

be justified. 

To ascertain the race of the person shot, we conducted an Internet search.  Most of the race 

information was determined from newspaper reports of the incident.  In seven cases, the race could not 

be determined.  In many cases the race was not specified, in which cases we relied on photographs, 

sometimes of family members.  In some cases, the race was unclear but other evidence suggested the 

race.  These are marked “likely” in Exhibit 1.  We did not search data on death notices because these can 

be obtained (from the commonwealth) only by close relatives.  There are many services that claim to 

have the data; however, the fees for obtaining the data were deemed too high for this study. 

The original table from the crimes report is shown in Exhibit 1, augmented by the data obtained from 

our Internet search. 

  

 
1 https://www.baconsrebellion.com/wp/more-transparency-for-police-shooting-incidents/ 
2 https://www.vsp.virginia.gov/downloads/Crime_in_Virginia/Crime%20In%20Virginia%202019.pdf 

https://www.vsp.virginia.gov/downloads/Crime_in_Virginia/Crime%20In%20Virginia%202019.pdf


 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1: List of the 28 Officer-Involved Shootings in Virginia in 2019 


